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Words Are Elastic But Facts Remain

“The question s said Alice,
“whether you can make words mean
so many different things."

“The question is" said Humpty
Dumpty, “which is to master—that's
all”

HE Chamber of Commerce of the
United States was obviously taking a
page from Humpty Dumpty’s notebook
yesterday when it blithely maintained
that there is mo “critical national short-
age” of classrooms in the United States.

What are the facts?

Actually, there are enrolled in the
nation's publie schools approximately
2174 million children in excess of the
normal capacity of children

These children are compelled to pre-
pare for the future under the handicap

of half-day sessions, makeshift facilities
or grossly overcrowded conditions.

In North Carolina alone, 7,200 chil-
dren are going to school in double shifts
and another 3,700 are housed in tem-
porary quarters not owned by local
boards of education and located away
from the campus. This rather sad pic
ture is duplicated, state by state, across
the nation

The number of pupils in U. §. public
schools has increased by 51/2 million.
The U. S. Office of Education estimates

that this number will further increase
by ahout six million in the next five
years.

The problem is, according to President
Eisenhower on Jan, 28, “most critical.”
We are inclined to agree with him.

A Gratifying Display Of Legislative Teeth

OBESON County's Sen. Cutlar Moore
is just as right now on the subject
of highway safety as he was wrong in
1055 3
And, more’s the blessing, he brought
his earthy eloquence with him yesterday
when he came over to the side of a little
constabulary stealth in catching speed-
ers.

In 1855, when Moore fought through
a bill prohibiting Highway Patrol use of
unmarked cars, “there were only a few
teenagers racing. Now there are a bunch
of grown-up damn fools in souped up
cars in planned races. I'm convinced ( the
patrol) should have some unmarked

We're convinced, too, and have been
much longer than has Sen. Moore. But
a hundred editorials on traffic safety
don't nearly match the impact of one
blast of reformed conviction from a Cut-
lar Moore.

Only through some freakish change ip

human nature will public interest in high-
way safety ever overcome public apathy.
And if legislators await public demand
before shaping safety laws into effective,
commonsensical weapons against organ-
ized insanity on the highways, those laws
will become about as pertinent as house
rules against polygamy in bachelors’
quarters.

The ingenuity of drag racers is underes-
timated. Not only have they been clever
enough to make private racing grounds
of public highways: thev have managed
to escape arrest with an elaborate sys-
tem of snotters to warn against approach-
ing patrol cars. To insist on additional
“fair” warning in the form of marked
patrol cars is simply ridiculous.

But in the absence of public demand
for toothier safety laws, the leadership
will have to come from the General As-
sembly.

Cutlar Moore is showing the way with
a very gratifying display of teeth.

New Chapter In A Distinguished History

OHN Rood Cunningham has been a
distinguished president of Davidson
College. His resignation, effective Sept. 1,
will deprive the 120-year-old institution
of the services of one of its truly out-
standing leaders. But Dr. Cunningham’s
new assignment as executive director of
the Presbyterian Foundation offers a
fresh and challenging opportunity for
service.

Links with an academic past will not
be severed. The advancement of educa-
tion will continue to be an important
part of his new duties, along with the
advancement of Presbyterianism. This
fact is particularly comforting to those
of us who have recognized and admired
his important work in the difficult and
demanding field of educational states-
manship for so many years.

He has served as president of two edu-
cational institutions—Louisville Preshy-

terian Seminary, 1930 to 1936; Davidson,
since 1940. He was elected president of
the Association of American Colleges in
1953, after serving as treasurer and vice
president. He has also served as oresi-
dent of the Association of Church Relat-
ed Colleges in North Carolina.

His record of church-leadership-is-just
as distinguished, both in and out of the
pulpit. He reached the pinnacle within
the Presbyterian Church of the United
States when he was elected moderator in
1947. In addition, he has served as presi-
dent of the North Carolina Council of
Churches and a delegate to the World
Council of Churches.

In the development of Davidson, high-
er education in general and the church.
Dr. Cunningham has already contributed
much. We are confident that his record
of achievement will be just as distin-
guished in his new work.

Stassen’s Politic Silence On Politics

OME moratoriums a man can declare.
Others are declared against him.
That's how it is with Harold Stassen

The one-time boy wonder of Minnesota
politics came to town urging Americans
to have confidence in a President elected
three months ago by the greatest popu-
lar majority in American history. Beyond
that wholesome exhortation, Mr. Stas-
sen had nary a word to say about poli-
tics.

His “moratorium” on matters politi-
cal was startling, but rather comfortable,
We have never fully recovered — and
probably Mr. Stassen hasn't either—from
his improbable attempt to deny a vice
presidential renomination to the boy won-
der of California politics, Mr. Richard M.
Nixon.

Granting that his stop-Nixon cam-
paign opened a few beneficial fissures in
a closed convention, did Stassen ever
really hope to succeed as he pressed
bravely onward after his own candidate,

From The New York Times

Christian Herter, had come out for Nix-
on? Perhaps so because as a politician
Mr. Stassen has always been long on
hope. He was a presidential hopeful in
1948 and 1952 but he couldn't beat Tom
Dewey who, in turn, couldn’t beat the
Democrats—in direct combat, that is.
Perhaps Mr. Stassen had a candidate
other than Herter at San Francisco. Per-
haps it was Mr. Stassen. At any rate, his
forlorn campaign garnered more head-
lines than any unexplained event since
tipsy Pamis HerALp staffers sunk a Pa-
cific island in one edition and, in a fit
of rectitude, resurrected it in the next
So Mr. Stassen's moratorium on pgli-
tical talk suited us. He might as well ex-
tend it, for long before he limited his
talk the political facts of life declared a
moratorium on his chances of being pres-
ident.
Charlotteans have seen the aging boy
wonder at the very zenith of his career.
There was no need to talk politics

WINTER REVERIE

LONG %bout this time of year when

A it seems the slush and cold and
damp bleakness of winter will never end,
there sometimes comes a strange en-
chantment. Out ®f the gray pall of a
short, overcast day a magical, golden
glow seemingly may appear and through
it in happy array there pass the ghosts
of past summers.

There are beach parties sometimes
made fancy with steaks grilled over a fire
of bleached driftwood, and there are
songs in the night where the lighthouse
beam sweeps. There is the smell of fresh-
ly cut lawn and hay, and of newly
turned earth and the fragrance of a table
bouquet still dewy from the garden
There is an ocean-racing fleet, its sail
off to eastward and the high seas. There
is the sound of thunder and the whitish
look of leaves turning in the wind at the
storm’s approach

There are little flags fluttering over
the greens at the golf club, and the fine
remembrance of tanned girls, in tennis
shorts, moving with the ace of
a deer. There are roads that even

* then th

higher and higher to vantage points
where the green-covered mountains fade
away in the mists. There are headlines
about baseball and heat waves with no
relief in sight.

There is the gathering crescendo of
bird songs before most folks are awake,
visits to a hidden spring in a glen at the
foot of a shady hillside, bustling trips to
the railroad station with children loaded
with tennis racauets, canoe paddles,
fishing rods and bags of gear. There
are excursion trips by boat around
Manhattan Island, and perhaps a cool
morning’s cruise to some not-too-far
island with its tangy air and scrubbed-
looking houses and low, snug cottages
whose shingles have weathered to silver.

There is all this and much more. But
focus changes, and outside the
snow piles deeper on the window sill and
sleet clicks against the window pane.

An old-timer is one who remembers
when the only problem connected with
parking was to get the girl to agree to

it.—GreexviLie (8. C.) PieoMmONT.

People’s Platform

The Tardy Bus

Charlotte
Editors, The News:
EALIZING that my voice may
be that of one crying in the
wilderness and appreciating the
fact that this may not appear in
print, I am mevertheless ex-
pressing my views on th atro-
cious service which is now fur-
nished us by the Charlotte City
Coach Lines.

Recently, without exaggera-
ting, I waited for the bus for
exactly onehalf hour, by my
watch, which may or may not be
correct.

Then there is this to consider.
When one bus comes along,
there is always another, trailing
behind like a lost sheep. You
can get on cnly one bus at the
time.

The service is worse now, with
the tickets selling seven for $1,
than when they were cight for
$L.

Something = should be done
about this. I suggest that the
people of North Carolina are
entitled to better bus service,
especially in view of the fact
that we are payirg for same
1 also suggest taal the North
Carolina Public Service Commis-
sion at Raleigh he apprised of
the sifuation «with the idea of
getting relief trom the situa-
tion complained of.

Now I shall say with the hero
of “Lady of The Lake” (I forget
his name): “Come one, come all,
and this firm rock shall fly,
from its firm base, as soon as
L

~VICTOR R. ALLISON

1
o

GOV. LUTHER HODGES
Need Wings For Flying?

Council’s Pay Boost
Was A Gross Error

Pittshoro
Editors, The News:
HEN the rump session of the
General Assembly, by pure
political ledgerdemain which con-
tained not one ‘lement of social
morality or political probity, vot-
ed a 20 per cent increase in pay of
the members of the Council of
State it committed an act that
can't be tolerated by a self-
respecting, free people.

Every member of the General
Assembly  participating in the
(act) . . , and every member of
the council should be impeached
which would be done in a govern-
ment of a two-party system; bet-
ter it would never have been at-
tempted had there been a strong
opposition party in this state,

If Gov, Hodges does not bestir
himself to correct this travesty
on_constitutional government, he
is most likely to need wings to
flee the wrath of an outraged peo-
ple.

Prophetic Words

T suggest that the teachers and
state employes employ the best
lobbyists available and stay with
this General Assembly until the
autumn leaves begin to fall and
frost is upon the pumpkins in the
fields or this (act). . is corrected
by giving the less able servants of
the state the 20 per cent increase
the top state officials . voted
temselves

= JOHN W. HESTER

Peace May Require
Some' World Laws

Zirconia
Editors, The News:
A reader attempts to ridicule
a legislator said to advocate
world government.

I do not see how we can ob.
tain world peace without world
law, and that without some form
of world federal government.

_In this atomic age the world
is mo longer bigger than a com-
munity and it is as dangerous
to live in a world without law
as it is in any community with-
out law

Just imagine that any time a
Juan Percn or such can build a
few H-bpmbs and use them

It is a small ‘price to pay
with some measure of our na-
tional sovereignty for protec-
tion, through law, on a world
scale, Think of a world in which
a dictator and an H-bomb are
permitted to exist simultaneous-
ly! After all, don't we as indi-
viduals give up some of our sov-
ereignty to the law?

~—MRS. R. H. LINDSEY

Crown Of Thorns

Is Pure Legend
Charlotte
Editors, The News: «
EV. Herbert Spaugh, applaud-
ing the book “The Crown
Tree." alludes to the legend of
the “thorn tree growing in the
garden of the Fortress Antonio,”
and boldly asserts that from this
tree “the crown of thorns placed
on the head of Jesus was
taken.” The statement is, how-
ever, historically inaccurate.
The Gospel “according” to
Luke, although describing inti-
mate details of the supposed
trial and execution of Jesus,
knows nothing of a crown of
thorns.

Davis Bible Dictionary main-
tains that the premise of Jesus
being crowned with a wreath of
thorns is based entirely on “tra-
dition,” 1i.e. hearsay. Peloubet
states that the idea is purely
“supposition.”

The Catholic Encyclopedia
states that “Christ was not de-
picted wearing a crown of thorns
until the 10th century.” And
what is generally presumed to
be a crown of thorns was rather
“a circlet of rushes, without
any trace of thorns” (Vol. 4,
p. 540-41).

Smith’s Bible Dictionary af-
firms that “a crown of thorns
was illegal” and that “The
Rhamnus or Spina Christi (thorn
tree) cannot be the plant in-
fended, because its thorns are
so0 strong and large that it could
not have been woven into
wreath™ (Art. Crown of Thorns)

N

Ultimately there is not a shred
of trustworthy evidence to_sup-
ort the conjecture that Jesus
was crowned with thorns.

—A. W. BLACK

Russia And America

By ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE
In “Democracy In America,” 183§

+'THERE are at the present time

two great nations in the world,
which started from different
points, but seem to tend towards
the same end. 1 allude to the
Russians and the Americans.
Both of them have grown up
unnoticed: and whilst tne atten-
tion of mankind was directed else
where they have suddenly placed
themselves in the front rank
among the nations, and the world
learned their existence and their
greatness at almost the same
time.

All other nations seem to have
uearly reached their natural lim-
its, and they have only to main-
tain their power; but these are
stils in the act of growth. All the
others have stopped, or continued
to edvance with extreme diffi-
culty; these alone are proceeding
with ease and celerity along a

Drew Pearson’s »
Merry-Go-Round

path to which no limit can be per-
ceived. The American struggles
against the obstacle. which nature
opposes to him; the adversaries of
the Russians are men. The former
combats the wilderness and sav-
age life: the latter, civilization
with all its arms

The conquests of the American
are therefore gained by the plough-
share; those of the Russian by
the sword. The Anglo-American
relies upon personal interest to ac-
complish his ends, and gives free
scope to the unguided strength and
common sense of the people; the
Russian centers all the authority
ol society in a single arm. The
principal instrument of the former
is freedom; of the latter servitude.

Their starting-point is different,
and their courses are not the
same; yet each of them seers
marked out by the will of Heaven
to sway the destinies of half the
globe.

‘Ain‘t We Something?’

+ERBLOCK
©9F7 THE LA bTON POST fe

Blackmail Being Readied

Nobody Knows About Nasser

WASHINGTON

HE position of extraordinary

power held by President Ga-
mal Abdel Nasser can no longer
be ignored by the government in
Washington. Not even the most
wishful thinkers can any longer
cling to the hope that in the end
he will be a good hoy and do what
the West wants him to do.

With the backing of Soviet Rus-
ia, Nasser means to control the
traffic in the Suez Canal when it
is opened, and he can set that
date, ahead indefinitely and there:
by work extraordinary harm on
the West and the Western al-
liance,

TWO GOALS

By so doing, he achieves two
ends that have been the basic ob-
jectives of Soviet foreign policy
since 1946. The economic effect on
Western Europe is serious. But
even more important, the strain on
the alliance is increasingly grave
as the United States appears
helpless to bring Nasser around
to reason.

Here again the facts of life can
no longer be glossed over by wish-
ful thinking. The resentment in
Paris and London is increasing,
with the question put more and
more bluntly to Washington:
When are you going to use your
pawer and influ nce to bring Nas-

By MARQUIS CHILDS

ser into line?

This may seem unfair in view
of the fact that it was the origi-
nal blunder of France and Britain
in their attack on Egypt that pre-
cipitated the present situation. It
may seem a harsh question in
view of the fact that no one here
krows what can be done about
Nasser.

But the opinion is widely held
in Europe that the United States
succeeded in stopping the French-*
British-Israeli attack before it
hrought Nasser down and that the
United States is, therefore, re-
sponsible for insuring free pas-
sage for the ships of all nations
through the canal at the earliest
opportunity.

NO CERTAINTY

Secretary of State John Foster
Dulles could give Israel his “as.
surance” that traffic in the Gulf
of Adaba would be free for all
shipping. But he could not say,

cause he did not know, that Nas-
ser would agree to it

There is an interesting se-
quence of events that throws light
on this_situation

Shortly before Dulles put for-
ward his plan to persuade Israel
to withdraw from the Gaza Strip
and the area around the Gulf of
Aqaba, American Ambassador
Raymond Hare in Cairo had a

‘Go Home, Now—I've Got Him By The Tuil'

three-hour talk with Nasser. The
belief here is that he was trying
to get Nasser's pledge in advance
to go along with this plan. But
that he failed is evidenced by the
fact that Dulles, in his initial talk
with Israeli Ambassador Abba
Eban, made it clear he could not
of his own knowledge claim to
know what Nasser would do.

‘ASSURANCE’ REJECTED

Whether Egypt wagld have re.
spected the “innoct passage"
that Dulles tried to assure is not
at all clear, and what the United
States would have done in the
event that Israeli ships had besn
stopped was so uncertain that the
Israeli government feit compalled
to reject the Dulles /*“assurance.”

In addition, of coutse,
raelis were fearful that
al from the Gaza Strip wou
the way to a resumption of the
commando raids that tock a heavy
toll in Israel border communities.

BEYOND CAPABILITIES

But beyond this was the Israell
demand for some indication that
their ships could pass through the
Suez Canal when it is reopened.
Since the United States cannot
give such an assurance even to
Britain and France, it is obvious
that that request is quite beyond
the capabilities of the American
government,

What must also be faced up to
is that*Nasser's capacity for mak~
ing further trouble between the
Western allies has only just be-
gun. Reports from Cairo tell of
his adding up the bill for repara-
tions he intends to present to
Britain and France. The news
stories indicate that the bill will
be large and inclusive. If it is not
paid, the ships of those two coun-
tries will be kept out of the canal,

BLACKMAIL

One word for this is blackmail.
Nasser has very great resoufces
in this field. Moscow is apparent-
ly providing just enough econom-
ic assistance to keep the Egyptian
economy going. So long as he is
sustained, so long will be used his
strategic position to cripple the
West and spread the discord that
is so destructive to Western unity.

It is time to speak some blunt
truths. Not since the end of World
War II has Soviet Russia been in
such a favorable position to
achieve its major objectives — to
divide and destroy the Western al-
liance. And so far as one reporter
can delermine, no one here in
Washington seems to know what
to do about it.

New Conflict Of Interest Crops Up

WASHINGTON
N top of the embarrassing resignation
of Robert Tripp Ross as assistant
secretary of defense because of a conflict
of interest, another conflict has cropped
up in the Pentagon. This is the eighth
conflict of interest to plague the Eisen-
hower * administration.
The latest is that of Robert Carr Lan-
phier Jr., deputy assistant secretary of
defense in charge of supply and logistics

No Resignation

Despite the high position given him in
the Eisenhower administration and de
spite his post in charge of supplies, Lan
phier did mot resign his position as vice
president of the Sangamo Electric Sup
ply Co. of Springfield, Ill., which has
defense cogtracts with the government

Biography

Lanphier was not available for com
ment. However, his self-penned biogra
phy in the latest edition of Who's Who
states that he is simultaneously deputy
assistant secretary of defense since 1954

}

and vice president of Sangamo. Electric,
a firm of which his brother is presi-
dent. He is also an executive of San-
gamo Weston, Ltd., a British subsidiary.
Other subsidiaries are Allied Tool and
Machine, Sangamo Generators, Inc., and
Capitol Aviation, Inc.

Special Products

Poor's Directory of business firms
states that Sangamo “manufactures spe
cial products for the Department of
Defense. It has done confidential work
for the Department of Defense since
19417

It is against the law for a govers:
ment official to aceept office if he
retains stock or financial interest in
any company doing business with the
government

Truman & The Senate
Ex-President Truman told freshman

Sen. John Carroll (D-Colo) recently how

he felt when he first came to the Sen-

« Joint Chiefs),” Russell continued.

ate
“The first six months,” he said, “I

|

wondered how I ever got elected. The
next six months, I wondered how the
other 95 ever got elected.”

Moonbeam Resolution

During the closed-door debate on Pres-
ident Eisenhowler's Midde East propos-
als, Georgia's astute Sen. Dick Russell
tied a tag on the Eisenhower Doctrine.
He called it the “moonbeam resolution.”

“This is a monbeam resolution,” he
snorted. “I feel like I'm in a dark room
with a moonbeam coming through a
small crack. I have tried to grasp it,
but I can't get hold of it

No Information

“1 have wrestied with Mr. Dulles (Sec-
retary of Stite). I have wrestled with
Admiral Radford  (chairma

“But
T can't get any information. The under
lings know how the aid money is to
be spent. King Saud and his underlings
went back to Saudi_Arabia. They know
what the money will be used for. But
1 can't get any. information about any

thing from anyone. It's a moonbeam,
I can’t get hold of it.”

The Hint

Takjng his cue from Egyptian dicta-
tor Nasser, Panama’s dynamic President
Ernesto de la Guardia is making moves
toward taking over the Panema Canal,

He has sounded out American offi-
cials privately about nationalizing the
canal. It is now owned by tae United
States, which pays Panama $1,830,000
annually for the right of way

de la Guardla even hinted he might
bring up the issue in the United Na-
tions. He is reinforced by the fact that
John Foster Dulles has already gone
on record supporting Nasser's claim to
the Suez Canal, which he knows would
make it awkward for the United States
to press its rights to & similar canal
running through Panama.

American officials are so concerned
over de la Guardia’s attitude that they
are seriously considering digging a new
canal through Nicaragus.
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